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Classroom Overview 

 

Contacting the Teacher:   

Email: akarst@ctkschool.org  

Phone: (925) 685-1109  

Written notes via Homework Packet  

*Please schedule an appointment.  

 

First Grade Goals & Responsibilities   

 

In First Grade students begin to take on more responsibilities.  

They will:  

● Problem solve with one another 

● Turn assignments and projects in on time 

● Share work and needs with parents 

● Pack up backpacks at school and at home 

 

Classroom Policy/Procedures 

 

Parent/Teacher Communication:  

● Weekly Newsletters sent home on Mondays 

● Corrected work sent home on Wednesdays 

● Written notes 

● School Website/1st Grade page 

● Email: akarst@ctkschool.org 

 

Absences & Tardies:  

 

Please email or call the office and me if your child is going to be absent.  

 

All requests for classwork and homework are to be made via email to me by 10:00 

a.m. Please indicate if you’d like the assignments to be delivered to another student 

or picked up at Club.  

 

If you are going to be traveling for a long period of time, missing work can be 

picked up upon your return.  

Tardy Policy reminder: More than 5 tardies in a Trimester will result in missing the 

next non-uniform dress day.  
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Homework:  

 

Homework packets will be sent home every Monday.  

Completed homework packets will be turned in on Friday.  
Homework packets will contain:  

● Reading log, Math (from Go Math packet), Spelling, Language Arts 

Comprehension, Sight word practice  

Students are expected to read for at least 10 minutes each night.  

 

Please Note:  

● If we are not in school on a Friday we will treat the last day of the week as 

our Friday.  

● If we are not in school on a Monday, we will treat the first school day of the 

week as our Monday.  

 

Birthdays/Parties 

We love to celebrate student birthdays! Your child will be celebrated by the school 

during morning assembly and will be given a special birthday crown to wear during 

his/her special day!  

 

 Students may bring in a book to donate to the class! Your child will have the 

chance to read or share his or her book and enjoy it all year long! 

 

*Please, no birthday treats.  

 

Special Programs:     

● Faith Families  

● 5th Grade Buddies  

● Art Awareness  

● Garden Awareness  

● New Leaf Science and Technology 

● Tuesday Centers 

 

Field Trips/Planned In-School Field Trips 

● Pumpkin Patch 

● New Kids on the Block Puppet Show 

● The Whale Bus 

● Lindsay Wildlife Museum 

 

Volunteers:  
 

There will be opportunities throughout the year to volunteer in the classroom and 

first grade activities.  **All volunteers must current clearances (TB and Safe 

Environment Training) Please sign in at the office before arriving at the classroom.  



Grading Policy 

 

First Grade will be using a Standards Based grading system.  

 

Grading Scale:  

   4 - Student has mastered content above grade level 

* 3 - Student demonstrates mastery of grade level standards 

   2  - Student is beginning to progress toward mastery of grade level standards 

   1  - Student does not yet demonstrate grade level understanding with support.  

  

Life Skills  

● Completes quality work 

● Prepared to learn 

● Participates in learning 

● Follows classroom expectations 

● Appropriate behavior/social development 

● Embodies Student Learning Expectations/Catholic Identity 

 

Grading scale:  

M - Consistently meets expectations 

A - Approaching expectations 

N - Needs support 

 

Class Rules and Behavior Expectations 

 

In First Grade we:  

● Arrive ready to learn everyday 

● Follow directions the first time they are given 

★ Treat others with kindness and respect 

● Use good manners and use words like “Please” and “Thank you” 

● Use inside voices and walking feet in the classroom 

★ Do our best all the time 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Behavior Management 

 

Whole Class - Marble Jar  

*The marble jar is a reflection of the whole class behavior. 100 marbles will earn a 

class party!  

 

Small groups - Row/Group Points 

Groups can earn a trip to the treasure chest!  

 

Individual - Behavior/Accountability Chart 

 

● Green - Ready to Learn 

● Yellow - Warning  

● Orange - Second warning & consequence 

● Red - Email or call home 

 

Individual accountability charts will be sent home on Fridays and are to be 

returned the following Monday with a parent signature. *Reasons for moves to 

orange or red will be noted on this chart.  

 

Curriculum Overview 

 

Religion:  
Be My Disciples (Textbook) 

Safe Environment 

Family Life 

Gospel Values, Songs, Bible Stories 

 

Language Arts:  
Reading Groups (Phonics, Spelling, Fluency, Comprehension) 

Writing Workshop 

Grammar 

Handwriting 

 

Math:  
GoMath! 

Math Centers (aligned with Common Core Standards) 

 

Social Studies: 
History-Social Science - Learning about School and Family (textbook) 

Studies Weekly 

 

Science: 

Science (textbook) 

Studies Weekly - Earth Science, Physical Science, Life Science 



 

Weekly Schedule:  

Spanish/Resource: Monday/Thursday 

P.E.: Tuesday/Friday 

Technology: Wednesday 

Library: Friday 

 

Specialty Teachers:  

Spanish: Senora Reyes (rhernandez@ctkschool.org) 
P.E.: Mr. Dockery (Ddockery@ctkschool.org)  
Technology: Mr. Witte  (cwitte@ctkschool.org) 
Library: Mrs. Carroll (dcarroll@ctkschool.org)  
 

 

A Few Extras  

 

Star Student: Each student will have an opportunity to be our Star Student! A 

poster and directions will be sent home the week before it is your child’s turn.  

 

Pick-up - Please come to the classroom to pick your child.  

*If someone else will be picking up your child on a regular basis, please let me know.  

*Also, if you make arrangement for someone else to be picking up your child, Please 

let me know. Email works best.  

 

*Ice Cream - On Tuesdays, students can use two milk/ice cream tickets to buy ice 

cream. In an effort to encourage students to eat their lunches, they will not be 

allowed to get ice cream if they have not eaten their lunch first. If you do not 

want us to do this, please let us know in writing and we will let them go.  

 

*Please continue to refer to the CTK Website for school information, schedules, 

and events. Monthly Reminders from our room parents and our classroom Weekly 

Newsletters are meant to help connect the class to the school calendar, but are 

not meant to main source of information. Thank you!   
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August 29, 2018 

 

 

Dear First Grade Parents,  

 

Welcome to First Grade! As we begin this new year, I am excited to get you know 

your child and partnering with you to make it a wonderful year - full of learning, 

friends and adventure!  

 

Throughout the year, I will work to create a safe and nurturing learning 

environment that supports each child’s learning needs. With that in mind, the most 

important rules in First Grade are to always treat each other with kindness and 

respect and to always try your best. We also learn that mistakes are an important 

part of the learning process.  

 

I’d also like to take this opportunity to stress the importance of open and 

constructive communication. You are the most important model and educator for 

your child and I am looking forward to working with you to make this a great year 

for your child. If any concerns arise, please let me know so we can address them 

together in positive and meaningful way. As always, I appreciate your support!  

 

A few forms of regular communication will include our Monday Folder which will 

include information about the upcoming week. It will be sent home daily in a plastic 

folder. Please send this folder to school every day. Communications between home 

and our classroom in this folder. Additionally, please check out our classroom blog 

on the CTK website which will be updated with classroom news monthly. If you 

would like to meet with me, please schedule an appointment. I take the well being 

and education of my students very seriously and want to make sure that I am able 

to address any concerns thoughtfully and without distraction. Thank you!   

 

Please read through this packet for specific details about First Grade and the CTK 

handbook for schoolwide policy and expectations.  

 

Thank you for being here tonight! I am so excited about partnering with you this 

year to make this a wonderful year for your child!  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Aimee Karst 


